[image: image1.jpg]Comprehensive dietetic services consulting & management tools
9837 Folsom Blvd., Ste A, Sacramento, CA 95827
0:916.364.5300 F: 916.364.5353 W: www.hmcomposite.com E: dietitian@hmcomposite.com






[image: image2.jpg]Healthcare Management
Composite, Inc.






DIETITIAN SURVEY ALERT

On June 20, 2008 CMS released advance copies of revised Federal F-Tag regulations:

· F-325 Nutrition 
· F-371 Food Sanitation

Facilities received the SURVEY ALERT on the back of this page. Revised regulations are effective September 1, 2008.  As a valued HMC dietitian, we are rushing a full copy of the 60 pages to you in this mailing. Facilities can download from the HMC website at www.hmcomposite.com (click on Current News.) These F-Tags have not been revised since 1988 and are written as “best practices” for providing excellent nutritional care and safe food to LTC residents. While there are challenges ahead, we fully support the intent of these regulations. CMS has raised the expectations and the services of the Registered Dietitian and HMC will be even more important in the future.   

HMC has developed our ACTION PLAN for implementation of these new regulations:

· Distribute advance copy to each HMC dietitian 

· Send SURVEY ALERT to facilities

· Review and revise HMC Policy manual as needed

· Mandatory training in August for all HMC dietitians serving SNF’s

· HMC client workshops for dietary, nursing and administration in August and September 

· Monitoring survey findings and communicating to RD’s

Thank you for all your work with HMC clients. We look forward to assisting you and your facility with implementation of these new regulations as we create the future of nutritional services in LTC.  

