May 31, 2007                                                                                                SURVEY ALERT
CAL-CODE ENFORCEMENT TO BEGIN
Dear Dietary Supervisor and Administrator:
A new law called California Retail Food Code was passed by the state legislature in 2006.  It is commonly called CAL-Code and becomes effective July 1, 2007.  It applies to all food operations in California including retail, restaurants, schools and institutions.  As the Dietary Service Supervisor, you are now the “Person In Charge” and must ensure staff are trained and follow food safety procedures.  An item that we are reviewing is under CAL-Code it appears that the Person-in-Charge (PIC) trained in food safety must be present during all hours of operation. Is your Serv-Safe certificate up-to-date? HMC is now forming ServSafe classes.  Please let us know if you or your dietary staff members would like to receive this training through HMC. 
Your county health department is responsible for the enforcement and inspection of all food services in your county. Therefore, the process may be different in various counties. In the past month we have received reports of a few SNF being inspected and given letter or color code grade signs to post. We also have heard that some counties plan to inspect the facilities 2-4 times per year. Facilities need to be aware of changes required by CAL-Code and be prepared for a food service inspection separate from the DHS survey. Major violations must be corrected immediately or the law allows for closure of the food service facility --- certainly to be avoided!
CAL-Code is fairly similar to the 2005 Model Food Code (FDA) but is a user friendly and more understandable regulation. These regulations can be downloaded for free from the internet.  Your HM Composite dietitian is available for inservice training on these revised regulations. The San Diego County Department of Environmental Health website, www.sdcdeh.org, has many references of interest. We suggest that you begin your study with their March 2007 Summary of CAL-Code Changes. More information is also available on our company website under “Current News” at www.hmcomposite.com. As a service to our clients, we have obtained copies of the CAL-Code pamphlet available from HMC for $9.00 (includes postage). Order from HMC by sending a fax or email to the HMC office to order.    
The state Department of Health Services (CDHS) will continue to conduct annual surveys based on the Federal F-Tags.  Another new California law, also effective July 1, 2007 is AB 1312 which requires the state CDHS to annually conduct a Title 22 survey in each health care facility.  The DHS and nursing facility organizations are currently drafting procedures for how these surveys will be conducted.  We will post “ALERTS” on our website, so check back.
Food safety is very important and on the minds of residents, Administrators, surveyors and the public.  While F-Tag 371 (Sanitary Conditions) continues to be cited in over half of the CDHS annual surveys in California, it is an all inclusive F-Tag and covers so many vital procedures. The 2007 HM Composite Policy and Procedures manual comprehensively includes all the new CAL-Code requirements. We appreciate being informed about your surveys and are here to assist you.
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